
School Resources for Assistive Technology Consideration 
Visually Impaired 
 

 

Non-optical Optical 
(prescribed by low 
vision specialist) 

Low tech assistive device High Tech assistive 
device 

Software 

•Reading stand 
•Bold line or raised line 
paper 
•Hat or sunglasses to 
decrease glare or 
sensitivity to light 
•Bold pens/markers 
•Large print  
•Desk lamp 
•Items used to create 
tactile graphics or raised 
line drawings (Wikki Stix, 
foam shapes, etc.) 
•White cane 

•Glasses 
•Contacts 
•Transition lenses 
•Telescopes 
•Magnifiers 

•Braillewriter  
•Talking or large-print 
display calculator 
•Talking liquid-level 
indicator 
•Talking pedometer 
•Beeper ball 
•Braille or large print ruler, 
protractor, number line 
•Slate and stylus 
•Signature guide 
•Abacus 
•Braille 
•Tactile graphics 
•Tactile or large-print games 

•Closed circuit television 
•Video magnification 
device 
•Braille embosser 
•Refreshable Braille 
display 
•Electronic Braille writer 
•E-book readers 
•Digital talking book 
player 
•Scanner 
•Laptop or desktop 
computer 
•Accessible touch tablet 
•Digital voice recorder 
•Electronic whiteboard 
•Talking global 
positioning systems 
•Electronic travel aids 
(laser cane, talking 
compass, etc.) 

•Screen reading 
software 
•Screen enlargement/ 
magnification 
software 
•Optical character 
recognition 
•Braille translation 
program 
•Audio-described 
videos 
•Digital books on CD 
or in other accessible 
formats such as MP3 
or DAISY (Digital 
Accessible 
Information System – 
a standard for digital 
talking books) 
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